RESEARCHING SITE OF HUNTING OF KANDA MANEATER BY JIM CORBETT 
Priyvrat Gadhvi, March-April 2023 
Prologue 


The story of the Kanda man-eater, perhaps the first man-eater hunting story written by Jim Corbett 
(Terror that walks by night- Jungle stories, 1935) is different to most of the stories written subsequently 
by Corbett that feature in Man-eaters of Kumaon, 1944 and other books of his, due to its brevity, lack of 
detailed information with regard to locale etc, some inconsistency in dates and so on. Details of aspects 
which have confounded researchers on the Kanda story have been discussed in the book ‘Behind Jim 
Corbett’s stories-BJCS’ (Vol-1) at length and shall hence be avoided in this chapter with a view to brevity 
and focus 


In March 2023, this author undertook a visit to the area with the view to undertake short research on 
the Kanda man-eater hunting site. The Kanda site is difficult to research for a variety of reasons- the 
brevity of Corbett’s descriptions and lack of deeper details with regard to the locale as compared to 
other stories, the site being difficult to access due to it being situated right next to the Corbett National 
park with wildlife around and lack of much local habitation that can assist in such work 


Location 


The Kanda range, located in the North/North-east part of Corbett National Park (CNP) is a part of the 
Kalagarh Tiger reserve of the park. The Northern boundary of the forest is formed by the Mandal river, 
although technically the forest boundary is about a kilometer south/south-west of the river and forms 
an interesting part of the subject, for the all-important ridge that Corbett mentions in the story, and on 
which is situated the Kanda Forest Rest House (FRH) as well as the village near which the action took 
place is in-fact the real boundary that divides the Forest land and the Revenue (belonging to villages past 
or present) land, although to the unaided eye this technicality is of little use as the area in general is 
forested and most human habitation is spread along or beyond the Mandal river. 


From the southern edge of the Mandal river, a series of hills starts, the general culmination of which is 
the ridge on which is situated the Kanda Forest Rest House, beyond which are a number of valleys that 
roll down to the Ramganga river and reservoir some miles further south 


The starting point of this research was the Kanda Forest rest house, which is the highest in elevation of 
all forest rest houses of CNP (approx 4000 feet), owing to it being situated on the ridge which affords it a 
cool climate. The area has a wealth of avian fauna in addition to wildlife 


To get to the Kanda FRH from Ramnagar the shortest route as would have existed in Corbett’s time was 
explained by the villagers in their letter of 1933, or by entering the park via Durgadevi gate and 
proceeding on to Kanda, however the Forest department advised against taking the forest route which 
although shorter would have necessitated the crossing of a river in spate, hence | was constrained to 
travel in an arch for over 100 KMs on a highway along the northern boundary of the CNP to get to 


Maidavan Forest office, from whence along with the forest department whose permit | had pre- 
obtained | proceeded to the Kanda FRH, distant about 4 KM or so due south by forest road. 


At the Forest office | was able to reference maps of the Kalagarh Forest division (1937-1954), appended 
below which form an important part of this research and which showcased the extant villages in the 
1930s, which is an important facet considering the many changes to local nomenclature as well as 
habitation that may have occurred in the intervening period 


The revenue villages of the period are clearly identified in the map- it is to be noted here that in Kumaon 
while villages are identified as a unit, often a group of small hamlets or villages is called ‘patti’ as as such 
may have a name different from any village within the patti- patties are not identified as such on such 
revenue maps usually, and it is perhaps for this reason that while village ‘Jharat’ is identified in the map- 
important to the research- the other names mentioned in the villagers’ letter of 1933, viz. Painaun, 
Bungi and Bickla Badalpur are not found on the map. (This aspect of ‘pattis’ was important in solving the 
question of the ‘Nagpur’ maneater- as detailed in BJCS Vol 1) 


Local enquiries made revealed that Bungi area exists as of today, and has a Bungidevi temple. 


After leaving the tar road a short distance from the forest office, the ascent to the Kanda FRH begins via 
a forest road that zigzags uphill for a KM or so. At the spur of the hill-range a forest check-post is 
located, and here the road ‘splits’, left a forest path taking off due east towards two villages, Tairia 
(pronounced Taidia) and Paind which form an important part of this research and along the road the 
right turn proceeding towards the Kanda FRH. 


As we approach the Kanda FRH many hundred metres from the Forest check-post, a building appears 
which can easily confuse an observer especially if trying to pin-point Kanda FRH on Google Earth- a 
private bungalow spread in a clearing of about 700 square yards on the top of the hill, with a 
commanding panoramic view as well as down both sides of the hill, and distant about 200 yards west 
from the Kanda FRH which is also a few metres lower in elevation to this bungalow 


The kanda FRH overlooks a valley to its south and is located nearer the western part of the ridge, which 
beyond the Kanda FRH tapers off into hilly jungles for several miles along a north-westerly direction. 


An important consideration to this research is that west of the Kanda FRH along the ridge there are 
virtually no villages for several miles that can have any bearing on the story as described by Corbett, 
either today or on the map of the 30s. This is an important aspect in the effort to identify the village 


The ridge itself forms the boundary of the CNP and revenue land (former or current) although forested 
area extends right up to the Mandal river- this explains the existence of the private property on the 
ridge- the land must have been acquired by an individual from villagers whose revenue land limit 
extended right up to the top of the hill. Important to note is that there appears to be no village by the 
name of Kanda in this locality presently (the area in general is called Kanda), and referring to the map of 
1930s we find a village at the northern foot of the hill below the Kanda FRH named Kanda ki sar, 
potentially the village on whose revenue land the private bungalow now sits. 


Taking GPS measurements, the village Tairia was found to be distant approx. 4.5 KM due east from the 
Kanda FRH along the ridge (Corbett mentions in the chapter the village 4 miles or approx 6 KM from the 
FRH) 


From the forest check-post, the forest path that takes off due east brings one to a spot about 300 to 400 
yards before the village Tairia, where a plaque put up on the northern side of the hill about 15 metres 
from the path mentions the ‘spot’ as being the one where Corbett shot the Kanda man-eater in 1933. As 
we go along the path a few hundred yards, we approach a large clearing which is the village Tairiya. The 
village, now of about 20 houses is surrounded by terraced fields, the top ones of which on the northern 


side overlook the entire village and the valley below 


The forest path path taking off for east from the fork in the road towards village Tairiya 


At Tairia, a village of Brahmins, we met Shri Govind Ram, a seventy-six year old resident who spoke at 
length of history of the village and other matters, while acknowledging Corbett’s visit to the area and 
shooting of the man-eater. He spoke of an uncle of his by name of Revdhar, who was one of two 
brothers, and who fell victim to the man-eater, while insisting that no resident of the village who was 
recently recruited in the army was lost to the man-eater, also that he did not recall knowing of any 
elders of his in the village being in the army 


Identity of the most-affected village 
e As per the chapter in Maneaters of Kumaon, 1944 


Corbett does not mention the name of the village, or provide elaborate details but with the 
circumstantial evidence and observation, the most likely village that fits well to the case is Tairiya. 
Consider the points below: 


- Corbett mentions 1) “The village was situated at the extreme end of the ridge on which the 
bungalow was” 2) Corbett alludes to the distance of the village from FRH: “.../ set out on my 
lonely four-mile walk back to the Forest Bungalow.” 

- An important consideration in locating the village are these words of Corbett describing 
ventures of the village-folk to secure fodder for cattle: “after crossing the cultivated land, went 
for a quarter of a mile down a very steep rocky hill to the head of the valley which runs east for 
eight miles, through dense forest, to where it meets the Ramganga river opposite the Dhikala 
Forest Bungalow.” 


Hence as per Corbett’s words, village should be approximately 6 KM walk from FRH, should be on the 
extreme end of the ridge on which the FRH is located and importantly, about 400 metres steeply down 
the hill on its southern side there must be a head of a valley that runs about 12 KM to where it meets 
the Ramganga river opposite the Dhikala FRH. The meeting of the valley with the Ramganga opposite 
Dhikala FRH is the only precisely named location Corbett provides with regard to this chapter (it is 
worthy of note that Corbett does not name the FRH he stays at as the Kanda FRH). This provides some 
rationale to the effort to zero-in on the village 


For these aspects, the village Tairiya/Tadiya (Tairia on 30s map) (29*37’28*N ee co Oy located on the 
southern face of the hill, is the most-likely village which was the most affected village due to the 
depredations of the maneating Tiger at Kanda in 1932, but it is not without its inconsistencies. 


The consistencies with Tairiya village being the “most affected village” are listed below: 


- Itis situated at the edge of the ridge on which the Kanda FRH is situated, relatively isolated with 
only one village, Paind, approximately 3 KM further east of it 

- It is about 4.5 KM from the Kanda FRH, a reasonable margin of error to Corbett’s 6 KM (4 miles) 

- Anumber of valleys south of the village (south-east and south-west) would run down and meet 
the Ramganga river distant 10 to 12 to 14 KM 

- Although Corbett does not mention whether the village is situated to the east or to the west of 
the FRH, if it is indeed the Kanda FRH being spoken of (this is mentioned here as Corbett does 
not mention Kanda FRH in his Chapte specifically, but it is the most likely consideration, 
although a short note below in this write-up is included for discussion on this aspect. The 
‘bungalow at Kanda’ however is mentioned by Booth while reproducing Corbett’s letter of July 
19", 1932 in his book), then the map of Kalagarh Forest division (1937-1954) as well as present- 
day observation would show the presence of no villages for several miles west of the Kanda FRH 
on the ridge. Thus it is absolutely unlikely that the village was situated west of the Kanda FRH as 


it would throw Corbett’s description of 4 miles totally out of the window. On the ridge, there are 
practically only two villages present within reasonable distance of a FRH- Tairiya (4.5 KM from 
FRH) and Paind (ca. 7.5 KM from FRH). Hence only easterly direction from the Kanda FRH should 
be considered for this research and village Tairiya fits the bill most likely 


The few inconsistencies for village Tairiya being the “most affected one” are listed below 


- The distance from the Kanda FRH to the village is 4.5 KM, which although is within reasonable 
margin of 6 Km (4.5 miles) described by Corbett, is out of specs if considered strictly 

- The village must have on its southern side, beyond its boundaries and a steep descent off 400 
yards later, the head of a valley which runs east for 8 miles (ca 12 KM) to where it must meet 
the Ramganga river opposite the Dhikala FRH. Here a complication presents itself: a) most 
valleys from the village do not directly go down to the Dhikala FRH as the accompanying pictures 
will show- rather there is a descent from the village, then an ascent to an equal height to reach 
tops of hills across the depression beyond which the land falls more or less in a descent through 
valleys to meet the Ramganga opposite Dhikala FRH, b) Corbett’s words need interpretation as 
virtually no valley “runs east” to meet the Ramganga opposite Dhikala FRH, rather most “run” 
west to meet the Ramganga opposite Dhikala FRH. This however, depends on the interpretation 
of the word “runs”. Corbett mentions “down a very steep rocky hill to the head of the valley 
which runs east for eight miles” which suggests a top-down (or head to toe) run of the valley- if 
this be the case, all valley in question run west and would negate Corbett’s words if Tairiya is the 
village in question, however if the same “run” is considered bottom-up (or toe to head), it would 
validate Corbett’s description of the valley running east 

- The village resident Goving Ram’s insistence that nobody in the village, especially a man-eater 
victim served or got recruited in the army, if this can be given credit 


e The same analysis of consistencies and inconsistencies of Tairiya being the ‘right village’, this 
time using Corbett’s letter home of 19" July, 1932 (reproduced in Martin Booth’s Carpet Sahib- 
A life of Jim Corbett, OUP, 1986) describing the hunt right after it happened 


Consistencies: 

- While sitting on the tree for the Tiger, Corbett mentions sitting “two miles” from the bungalow 
(“I was sitting two miles from the bungalow”). This is much more consistent with the actual 
distance from the Kanda FRH to the killing site as can be deciphered in relation to the Tairiya 
village. Presently the plaque is placed by the Forest department on top of a valley on the 
northern face of the hill about 300-400 yards from the village. While the plaque cannot be at the 
exact “spot” for obvious reasons, it can be imagined to have been placed on top of the hill down 
which the action took place. The distance to this potential scene of action from the FRH would 
be about 3.6 KM (consistent with our measurements) and put Tairiya at about 4 KM from the 
FRH (likely as we measured it to be ca. 4.5 KM) 


- Corbett mentions in the same letter “/ allowed the tiger to be carried up to the nearest village 
about % of a mile away...”. This would mean the village would be approximately 400 meters 
from the scene of action and validates to an extent Tairiya being the village 

- Martin Booth introduces this letter as having been sent from the ‘bungalow at Kanda’, hence 
distances get corroborated 


The letter is too brief to elucidate any specific inconsistencies, except that the letter would place 
Tairiya at 2.4 miles from the FRH to Corbett’s 6 miles in the chapter 


Possibility of Paind being the ‘right village’ 


Some stretch of imagination can justify Paind (29*36’42*N78*58’16*E) as being the village ‘most 
affected’ by the depradations of the man-eater, however the inconsistencies with Corbett’s 
description are to grow in this case. Some pros and cons of this possibility are listed below 


- If strictly analysed, Tairiya is not at the ‘extreme end’ of the ridge as Corbett described the 
village to be, however Paind can be thought to be such, beyond which the elevation falls rapidly. 
This is a strong point in its favour 

- If Paind is the right village, distances mentioned by Corbett both in his chapter as well as letter 
home, viz 4 miles from FRH, 2.4 miles from FRH (as per letter) would go awry, and this increases 
the unlikelihood of the case. Paind is likely about 7.5 to 8 KM due east of Kanda FRH 

- No valleys starting out nearby would run 8 miles to meet the Ramganga opposite the Dhikala 
FRH (distances would be different) and this needs thorough analysis before it can be ascertained 


Village Tairia/Taidiya. Beyond the village can be seen the ridge, with its terraced fields over-looking the 
village 


Village Tairia/Taidiya- seen with the ridge behind on which are terraced fields over-looking the village 


The path to Tairia as seen from Tairia side- the ridge can be easily seen running from left to right- 4.5 KM 


along the ridge one would arrive at the Kanda FRH 
Plaque put up by the Forest Department 


The Plaque put up by the forest department, as stated is about 300 to 400 yards west of Tairia village, 
about 15 metres north of the forest path. What we know of the killing site as per Corbett’s description 
in the Chapter: 


- The buffalo killed by the tiger was taken down the northern face of the hill on whose ridge the 
village was situated 

- The spot at which Corbett locates the kill working his way up the valley from below is 300 yards 
below the ridge and has a steep ascent to the ridge (twenty five yards from the kill the hill went 
steeply up 

- The tiger went dashing up the hill upon discovering Corbett when it received the first shot 
resulting in dual blow 

- The spot is on a flat piece of ground of about a hundred yards 

- Corbett’s men were supposed to Cooee from the ridge, and if no answer came, they were to 
come down either side of the valley 


- After being shot tiger was carried up the steep hill down which villagers had come in a rush to 
check on Corbett 


Additionally, here is what Corbett’s letter of 19* July, 1932 tells us of the site: 


- Corbett follows the tiger for half a mile after the tiger received the dual blow from Corbett’s 
shot 

- Corbett asks his servant to cooee him from the ridge as is also mentioned in his book-chapter 

- Tiger came down the hill to look Corbett up 

- The tree is about half way between when Corbett tracked the tiger to the previous day (being 
growled at as per the book chapter), which itself is half a mile from where Corbett was standing 
when he took the shot and where the kill way lying 

- Corbett is a hundred yards below the kill, so ideally Corbett was approximately 400 yards down 
the ridge (300 + 100) 

- Tiger is carried up the hill to a village % mile away 


As per the points taken from both the sources, Corbett’s book and his letter home, the distance of the 
kill site from the ridge is at the least imaginable (300 to 400 yards below the ridge). This means that 
obviously the plaque put up by the Forest department, mentioning it to be the ‘spot’ at which the Kanda 
maneater was shot, is erroneous. This is however not a discredit to the effort. It was mentioned to me 
by an accompanying official that due to difficulty of descending down the hill, the plaque had been put 
up at a spot below which the hunt took place. This is much more reasonable. The plaque, to the credit of 
the forest department, has been put up on top of the correct side of the hill — the northern face- , is of a 
good distance from Tairiya village, and seems to have been put in place with the aid of an advice from a 
local in the know of the tale 


The real ‘spot’ where the hunt took place can be researched 300 to 400 yards below an area about three 
four hundred yards west of Tairiya on the northern face of the hill and where the descent of the hill 
flattens out for a hundred yards or so, before joining a valley going further down (flat bit of ground as 
per Corbett’s description) 


è Wiere dih , 
Corbett shoidesdtheenda 
Man-eateginthe summer \ | 
oF 1933.The Kanda Man fater 4 
had till then Killeds Men z 
and Wounded 2 persegse \ 


Plaque put up along the forest path as described herein 
The Two Kanda tigers and problems/challenges with Corbett’s story 


The strangeness of the Kanda chapter of Maneaters of Kumaon and its inconsistencies/challenges have 
been discussed at length in two chapters of Behind Jim Corbett’s stories Vol 1 and will not be ventured 
into in detail herein, however new aspects which add to the problems/challenges and therefore are to 


confound readers/researchers are mentioned below, strictly for debate and discussion amongst Corbett 
aficionados 


- Point 1: That the letter from villagers reproduced in Maneaters of Kumaon and Corbett’s hunt in 
the same chapter are dealing with two different animals or without doubt there is much to 


confound the researcher, as has been described in detail in BJCS vol 1, with inconsistencies 

difficult to reconcile such as date of letter, location, and timing of the tiger’s depradations as 

described in the letter 

Point 2: Tracing Jharat, “Painaun, Bungi and Bickla Badalpur”: 

A real key to establishing co-relation between the Kanda chapter and the letter of February 18, 

1933 by villagers to Corbett is to trace the location of these villages or patties and their 

proximity to the Kanda FRH. Much habitation and nomenclature has evolved since the events of 

Corbett’s time and a arduous effort at tracing these villages revealed the following 

1- “Jharat”(29*39’55N 78*52’18E) : The village Jhart (spelt Jharat in the letter) is located about 
8 K.M. as the crow flies in a west/north-west direction from the Kanda FRH (by foot would 
be greater in distance), across the Mandal river on its Northern bank, which would 
necessitate crossing this big river to reach if coming from direction of Kanda FRH 

2- “Bickla Badalpur’- An arduous effort enabled possible location of “Badalpur Bichla”, 
perhaps mis-spelt Bickla Badalpur in the letter of the villagers. According to analysis on 
google maps and other resources, Badalpur Bichla seems near Rikhnikhal and where the 
Tadkeshwar temple is located. One particular map shows it to be between Gheri and 
Andersoun, about 8 to 10 KM north of Rathuadhab FRH in CNP. Maps and online resources 
differ on details but the general area seems common to all 

3- “Bungi”- A temple dedicated to Maa Bungi Devi is situated 29*38’31N 79*59”31*E, about 
two KM south of which is the Mandal river. Closer to the river google maps show a Janta 
Inter college as being located at Khadrasi Bungi, about 4 KM west of the Bungi devi temple 
and on the banks of the Mandal river. Both locations are north of the hill on which is the 
ridge in question and across the Mandal river, Khadrasi Bungi being almost immediate north 
of village Tairiya by 1 KM or so across the river 

4- “Painaun”- A search revealed “Painul gaon’ (gaon stands for village) as being located north 
of the Budhgaon wildlife area near 29*45”43*N 78*48”03*E, approximately 10 KM north- 
west of Jhart village identified above 

5- “Badialgaon”- The ‘Badialgaon dist’ mentioned in the letter could be ‘Badiargaon malla” and 
“Badiargaon talla”located about 2 miles east of the Budhgaon wildlife area, settlements 
close to each other with the midpoint being around 29*43”34*N 78*52”57*E and about 4 
KM north of Jhart village identified above 


In general, all five areas as mentioned in the letter of the villagers have the following in 
common 


All are to the north of the river Mandal 

All are within 10 KM in general of one another, and in the past could have been represented as 
patties 

The Kanda FRH is not necessarily the closest FRH to all, the Rathuadhab FRH west of Kanda FRH 
may be closer to Jhart and some others 


Point 3: If Corbett followed the route as advised by the villagers- Ramnagar to Sultan, Sultan to 
Lohachaur, Lohachaur to Kanda and the letter and chapter deal with the same animal, Corbett 
would have passed Paind and Tairiya village on his way to Kanda FRH, as Lohachaur is a short 
distance east of Paind village and thereafter Tairiya 


Point 4: Corbett makes no mention of crossing the Mandal river back and forth, as would have 
been necessary if his headquarters had been the Kanda FRH and the ‘most affected areas’ as per 
the villagers’ letter had been the ones described above. He makes only one mention of the 
Mandal river while recounting the story of the man-eaters last victim, it seems to be an 
important omission as a major river crossing is needed every time to visit the large area 
mentioned in the villagers’ letter from the FRH 


Point 5: Corbett mentions the village on the ridge as being the most affected, and in parallel the 
villagers’ letters mentions the area badly affected which can be dotted at all 5 points to become 
a sort of 40 to 50 sq. KM area as per above mentioned coordinates, and both these are 
completely different locales divided by the Mandal river. Hence only one of these can be a locale 
badly affected by a man-eater, either in 1932 or 1933 


Point 6: It is clear as per the villagers’ letter that the Tiger arrived onto the scene in December 
1932. In 60 or so days, it claimed 5 victims and wounded 2 others, all men as per the letter, 
amounting to 7 attacks in around 60-70 days, or once every 10 days. According to Corbett’s 
chapter, in May he mentions the latest victims as being two women and one man, also in 
Corbett’s letter of July 19°", 1932 the last victims are said to have been killed on 23 and 26" of 
March- this if read with the villagers’ letter (if it is the same animal being talked about) would 
mean 9 attacks in 90 days, post which till the 16" of July there is no human kill, a period of over 
100 days- for an animal operating, if the villages on the ridge are included, over an area close to 
70-80 sq. KM and used to frequent attacks of almost once every ten days. Such gap in activity 
does not hold up, especially if the tiger as per Corbett’s letter, was an injured individual 


Point 7: If indeed the animal shot by Corbett in July 1932 had led to a stoppage in human 
attacks, the villagers writing just months after Corbett shot such an animal, and in close vicinity 
to their area, would have referenced such a hunt. Instead, although the villagers recalled a hunt 
of six years ago (Rudraprayag leopard) in their letter, while they did not write of any maneater 
shot just a few months ago in July of the preceding year 


Point 8: Had the animal shot by Corbett in July, 1932 been operating in the Jhart and other areas 
as contained in the villagers’ letter, the most feasible FRH for Corbett to set up headquarters 
could have been the Rathuadhab FRH instead of the Kanda FRH, which might have been closer 
to Jnart than the Kanda FRH. It is clear that the tiger shot by Corbett was operating around the 
ridge and had its headquarters around the area in early 1932, and not the area of the patties 
and Jhart village as mentioned in the villagers’ letter 


Possibilities 


Despite the evidence pointing to aspects that confound the Kanda man-eater story, several 


permutations can be imagined. In an academic sense, Corbett researchers can debate many 


scenarios. Some are produced below 


Prior to considering scenarios, a few established and unchangeable aspects need to be 
mentioned 


1- 


That Corbett hunted a tiger in the vicinity of the Kanda FRH on 16" July, 1932. This tiger had 
claimed its last human victims on 23 and 26" march of 1932 and had for a hundred days 
since not caused loss of human life (Corbett letter 19°" July, 1932) 

This is the tiger that was filmed and also photographed with the father of its last victim. If 
read with Corbett’s letter, this means the human kill on the 26" march was this lad 

The only possible village to where the dead tiger was taken as per Corbett’s description 
especially in his letter can be Tairiya, given the distances mentioned (2 miles + four hundred 
yards) 

The man-eater mentioned in the villagers’ letter was an infamous animal and within three 
months of its depredations had a reward of Rs. 150 announced for it by the district 
administration 

Corbett perhaps made a mistake in mentioning May as the month he went after the animal 
for 15 days, and within few days of the 15* day he shot the tiger. As we know from his letter 
the tiger was shot in July, either mentioning May was an error or he returned to the area in 
July and successfully shot the animal. The former appears closer to being the case 

Another discrepancy, which emerges from Corbett’s letter when compared to the Kanda 
chapter is that the lad of the story was not the man-eater’s last victim, for Corbett provides 
the location of his death as in the ravine running down towards the Ramganga river, which 
would make it on the southern side of the hill, on which the village Tairiya is located, while 
in his letter Corbett mentions the last two human victims having been killed in ravines on 
either side of the one in which Corbett shot the tiger- thereby being on the northern face of 
the hill. Corbett mentions in the chapter in the book of two women being killed by the 
maneater in forests surrounding the village while cutting grass, and it is probable that the 
kills of the 23"! and 26 March 1932 are of these two women. This negates the point 2 
mentioned above as far as the last human victim of the tiger is concerned 

It is highly improbable that villagers writing to Corbett in early 1933 would try to guide him 
to Kanda and would be oblivious of the fact that Corbett visited the locality and shot a tiger 
just a few KM away staying at Kanda FRH in July 1932. Similarly, it would be improbable for 
the chowkidar of the Kanda bungalow to go with rescue parties to several human kills (as is 
mentioned in the letter) if the kills were several KM away across the Mandal river 


Keeping the above in mind, some scenarios that can be imagined academically are: 


There were two man-eating tigers in the area within the same area, one wrecking havoc around 
the Kanda FRH in early 1932 and the other doing the same north of the river a few KM away 
starting in December of the same year and being reported to Corbett two months later in 
February next year. What happened to this tiger operating north of the Mandal river would then 
remain unknown, for we are only given the account of the hunt south of the river Mandal 

A more likely and reasonable scenario could be as follows: 

The printer who typed out the appeal of the villagers to Corbett, or at a subsequent stage of 
publication, or due to blurred ink, or even confusion on the part of the villagers on the year, the 
letter/its copy got represented as having been written in February 1933. In this scenario, the 
Tiger would have turned maneater in December 1931, began its depredations north of the 
Mandal river in the above mentioned area, where after a concerted effort by forest officials and 
shikaris and locals, as mentioned in the letter of the villagers would have constrained it to leave 
the locality late February 1932, going south a couple or a few more KM away by crossing the 
Mandal river and going up the hills taking up its headquarters around the ridge and village 
Tairiya, where it must have resumed its depredations in right earnest causing three or more 
deaths late February to 26" of March. Thereafter human killings stopped perhaps due to caution 
exercised by people of the area, and surprisingly for such a voracious man-eater, for over the 
next 100 days there are no attacks on humans, post which it met its end. It is to be noted that 
the tiger was still capable of killing wild prey, as per Corbett’s description in his chapter of the 
tiger having killed a Sambur hind in the valley south of the hill. Either this or perhaps the unlikely 
case that the man-eating animal must have died in April or so and Corbett arriving in July due to 
alarm of villagers disposed off a cattle-lifter, over a hundred days past the last human kill in the 
area. The former scenario is more likely 


ae 


Kanda FRH, as seen from the Northern side 


1937-1954 map of Kalagarh Forest range which shows Kanda FRH, Tairia, Paind, Jhart and other 
details 


Slightly zoomed in version of same map 
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